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From the Childhood of Books to
the Childhood of Screens
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Browsing on phones and the internet features the top free-time activity

23% . Browsing Mobiles and Internet cuijiillg Jlgall aéni

16% sitting with family alilell g0 quglall
11% Quran  glall 6clydg il
cuiyiitllg Jlgall aani galng gusgewll oo %23 9% Taking care of house Jjioll olaial
Llpell vidg (6 bl 6clyd gl %3 Laiv 8% Doing Excercises ol dw)jlao
“ ool el 8% Watching TV ggujslill 5asliio
7% Egaming éuiquisll wlellll

%23 Of Saudis prefer browsing on their
phones and the internet, while 3% prefer 6% Walking  ojiill
reading books in their free time.

Reading books wiiall 6clj6

1% Drawing ouuyll

1% | Nothing cquinl

2% Others (sl

"What are the top three activities you prefer to do in your free time?"
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Almost half of Saudis read regularly. Those who read, spend 5 hours per week reading

(2025-2023) 6clpall olail
Reading Trend (2023-2025)
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Rising reading rates in Saudi Arabia compared to past years
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Average: b hours per week
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49% 43%
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Females read more, but males read for longer periods

R

p=i
Yes
46%
54% 1
No

awslall pguis 12 JUb Wis olps Js disell Whe

dpwlyall wisllg &yguill Cusbillg gliall pé go
€ Jo=ll Lisg

Have you read any books in the past 12

months, excluding the Quran, Prophetic
Hadiths, textbooks, and work-related books?
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Saudi children predominantly engage in digital entertainment, physical activities, and creative hobbies

28%
17%
16%
c 16%
094y guagaull Jlablll o %28 15%

6clyd golrdy %6 loiy obll assyil

£hall Cibg 6 wiisll

28% Of Saudi children prefer digital

1%

entertainment, while 6% prefer reading
books in their free time.

Digital Entertainment o6l awo)ill
Physical Activities ayall dbuiidll
Creative Hobbies daiclaudl cililggll
Free Social Play claisdl ol cielll
Sitting with family éupwl clulo
Free Reading 6jall 6cljsll

Others (sl
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What are the top three activities your child prefers to do in their free time, either alone or with a family member?
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4 Out of 10 children have read books in the past 12 months, averaging 3 hours per week
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Average = 2.7 hours per week pai
Yes [ 36%

Silel 4 67% 33% | s> 64%
" il
Wilelw 3 62% 38% i
No
Jobl 1) gl josall o8 51 gy i
Females read more, but males read for longer periods g 12 Jubs bis al uij_o gi vlleb Tj.o Ja aiell H[™
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Has your child read books or have you read to them in
the past 12 months, excluding the Quran, Prophetic
Hadiths, and textbooks?
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7 Out of 10 Saudis are concerned about children’s reading skills, with this number rising to 8 out of 10 among parents

Agree @slgo wiljlgo gluiy §16 U
Disagree (gslgo pc .Jlabll (g2l bclyall .
DK alcf d 52l 6clyal DK alci 1
olcl U I am concerned about
children’'s reading skills...
clal Jo
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iz Do you have Disagree (@olgo pé
20% 14% 66% y Akl
No
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To what extent do you agree with the following statement:
"I am concerned about children’s reading skills"?
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Of parents are concerned about children's reading skills. . i )
Are concerned about children's reading skills?
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Adults who were read to as
children are more inclined to read
than those who did not have this
experience.
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There is a correlation between parents reading to their children and the children’s reading habits later in life

HE oo asloll jgai 12 Juls Lis Wigs Ja :aigell il

€ Josll Luisdg duwljall waidllg duguill Cualbollg gljsll
Has your child read books or have you read to
them in the past 12 months, excluding the Quran,
Prophetic Hadiths, and textbooks?

54% oxj
Yes o=

Yes
46% il
No
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Yes \/ No

60% | N
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Did your parents read to you during your childhood?
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